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Thinking theologically through worship: Reaffirmation of Baptism  

One of the things the Reformers did was to draw up short catechisms that  

children could memorize in preparation for their participation in the Lord’s  

Supper. It is striking to see what these catechisms say about church  

membership. For instance, Calvin’s Strasbourg catechism asks: 

 

 Q: Are you, my son, a Christian in fact as well as in name? 

 A: Yes, my father. 

  

 Q: How do you know yourself to be? 

 A: Because I am baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of                                                                

the            the Holy Spirit.    

 

Likewise, from Bucer’s liturgy for first communion: 

  

 Q: Are you in the Church and fellowship of Christ? 

 A: Yes. 

 

 Q: How did you enter? 

 A: Through holy Baptism. 

(Hughes Oliphant Old, The Shaping of the Reformed Baptismal Rite in the Sixteenth Century 

*Eerdmans: Grand Rapids, 1992+, 207, 211). 

 

What makes that you are a Christian, not just in name, but in reality? “That I am 

baptized.” I would not be surprised if many of us would not have come up with 

the same answer. We might have said: “What makes me a real Christian? Well, that I have true faith, that I 

have accepted Jesus as my personal Lord and Savior, that I follow him in my life” and so on. Not so Calvin and 

Bucer. What makes me a true Christian is not something that I bring to the table, but that I was claimed by 

God in baptism.  

 

Some of the first year students may remember how during student orientation this year we came together for 

three chapel services orientated around: reaffirmation of baptism, healing, and communion. We started with 

baptism exactly because seminary is a time in our lives where we can become so focused on our own faith, 

calling, gifts, and discipleship, that we may need to be reminded that in the end it is not about what we do but 

what God has done to us. “Reaffirmation of baptism” is a short liturgical service that you find in the Book of 

Common Worship as well as in many other worship books, where the congregation gathers around a font with 

water, and repeats the words of the baptismal service: the renunciation of all evil and the turning the Christ, 

the words of the Apostles’ Creed, and above all, the thanksgiving prayer: “We thank you, O God, for the water 

of baptism. In it we were buried with Christ in his death. From it we were raised to share in his resurrection. 

Through it we were reborn by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

The Chapel Team is actively looking for a baptismal font to be placed at the entrance to the chapel as a  

permanent reminder that we enter into God’s presence through the waters of baptism. All the while, worship 

teams are encouraged to see if a “reaffirmation of baptism” may be a fitting addition to the liturgies of their 

week of worship. 

 

Chapel This Week: 

There is a long and varied tradition of meditating on the psalms during Lent dating back to the early church. 
We will live into that tradition in our own way in worship this week. Chapel worship will move through the 
week from lament and despair to joy and hope in God’s promises: on Monday, we will engage the brokenness 
of the world and of our own lives through lament psalms, remembering that Christ stands with us; on  
Tuesday, we will reflect on psalms that move from penitence to joy in God’s forgiveness; on Thursday, we will 
rejoice through psalms that reflect our shared life in Christ and God’s faithfulness for all times as we  
remember our Baptism and come to the Lord’s Table.  Each day of worship will explore a different way in 
which we meditate upon and encounter God’s word: through silence, through music, and through the  
Sacraments.   
 
 On Monday, we will engage the brokenness of the world and of our own lives through lament psalms,  

remembering that Christ stands with us.  
 
 On Tuesday, we will journey from penitence to joy in God’s forgiveness through musical expression.   
 
 On Thursday, we will rejoice in our shared life in Christ and God’s faithfulness for all times as we  

remember our Baptism and come to the Lord’s Table.   
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